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This 
evening!

• Sighthill stone circles 
(1978 – 2016, 2019 –
present day)

• Glasgow Garden 
Festival (1988)

• Kelvingrove Skatepark 
(1978 – 1983)

Sighthill stone 
circle during 
survey work in 
2022



What has any of this got to do 
with archaeology?? Bailey, G, Newland, C, 

Nilsson, A & Schofield, 
J, Davis, S & Myers, A 
2009 Transit, transition: 
excavating J641 VUJ. 
Cambridge 
Archaeological Journal 
19.1, 1-28.

Figure 4. Finds scatter in the rear of the van. (Drawn 
by Anne Leaver.)

https://www.digitscotland.com/what-is-contemporary-archaeology-
and-why-does-it-matter/ 

Gardner 2022

https://www.digitscotland.com/what-is-contemporary-archaeology-and-why-does-it-matter/
https://www.digitscotland.com/what-is-contemporary-archaeology-and-why-does-it-matter/


Case study 1: Sighthill stone circle 1.0 (1979-2016)

https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/research/arc
haeologyresearch/currentresearch/sighthill/ 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/research/archaeologyresearch/currentresearch/sighthill/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/research/archaeologyresearch/currentresearch/sighthill/


Construction of the circle in 1979, 
and Dunan Lunan (right)



Lunan 2013





Documenting use and 
dismantlement of the 
original version of the 
Sighthill stone circle



Sighthill stone circle 2.0 
(2019 onwards)



Press event 2019



Recording the new 
Sighthill stone circle in 
2021



Summer 
solstice 
2023



ReGlasgow

A new stone circle 
for Glasgow



Case study 2: 
Glasgow Garden 
Festival 

26 April until 26 Sept 
1988

One of a series of 
biannual Garden 
Festivals in 1980s / 1990s 
across the UK

4.3 million visitors

Rebirth of the city & 
intended to catalyse 
growth



120-acre footprint of the 
Glasgow Garden Festival

BBC

SECC & 
Hyrdro

Springfield 
Quay

Kingston 
Bridge

Govan 
Graving 
Docks

Pacific 
Quay



Thematic zones: Science & Technology / Recreation & Sport / Water & Maritime / 
Plants & Food / Landscape & Scenery / Health & Wellbeing 



Entertainment 
/ shops / 
exhibitions / 
artworks / 
restaurants / 
trams and 
mini-train / 
corporate 
branding / 
bridges over 
the Clyde

Coca cola 
rollercoaster 
© Donald Whammell

Harbour Market © Michael Gannon

Floating Tap © 

Richard East
Alamy



After the garden 
Festival Project….
Investigating the physical and material 
legacy of the Glasgow Garden Festival

Tracking down every building, 
structure & artwork from GGF via 
website & citizen contributions

Understanding construction & 
dismantlement of a temporary mega-
event through documentary archive 
research, visitor photos & interviews

Merchandise

Archaeological component:
• Document surviving traces in landscape 

through survey work
• Explore hidden survival via excavation
• Research representation of 

archaeology at the Festival
• Filling gaps between memory & archive



https://www.glasgowgardenfestival.org/ 

https://www.glasgowgardenfestival.org/


Font within Church 
Pavilion – Credit: 
Jean Reid/New 
Glasgow Society

Renfield Centre, 
Bath Street

Object biographies RBS Children of Glasgow Fountain by Michael 
Snowden (1988) (photo: Evelyn R)

Current status – in a 
Council depot

Kelvingrove 
(Creative 
Commons / 
Geograph)



The archaeology of the Glasgow Garden 
Festival

Desk-based assessment and map 
regression work undertaken by Becca 
Younger and Roy Johnson

Festival Park with red outline



https://canmore.org.uk/site/44232/glasgow-govan-garden-festival-site Transformation 1986-1989

https://canmore.org.uk/site/44232/glasgow-govan-garden-festival-site


Digging the Festival Phase 1 May 2022

Festival Park (Google) in 
2021

1988



© Glasgow City Council

© Susan Lockyer

Feb 1988 © Glasgow City Council

© Susan Lockyer



The 
Waterfall 
and water 
system

1987 © Glasgow City 
Council

Ian White Associates



The waterfall

Supplemented by interviews with 
architects & landscaping firms, visitor 
photos, and architect’s drawings



© Ian White Associates

© Ross McKay

Lochan excavations



EXCAVATION FINDS 1

Material culture of deposition? 
Initial analysis and conservation of coins 
found during the excavation suggest three 
are from the 1970s

Cleaning, conservation & 
photos by Will Murray, Scottish 
Conservation Studio

• 1971 2p coin – one of 1,454,856,250 that were made
• 1975 1p coin – one of 221,604,000 (Royal Mint data) 



Geophysical survey



Phase 2 excavations June 2024

Drone image: Aris Palyvos

Trench 4 – mini railway line
Trench 5 – Antonine Gardens





Trench 4 – Mini railway line

Rubble extracted 
from trench



Glasgow City 
Council 
archive photo 
of railway line 
construction 
1987



Small finds

© Mark Thompson

Photo: Donald 
Whannell



Plant tags
1. Red Campion
2. Silene dioica
3. Thyme

© Woodland Trust

GGF construction photo 1987 (c) Glasgow City 
Council – on the right, a person with red gloves 
puts a plant tag into the fresh soil



Trench 5



Walkover survey



Case study 3:
Kelvin Wheelies 
skatepark

• Opened in 1978, buried in 1983
• Glasgow City Council venue
• ‘Second wave’ of skateparks, 

concrete construction
• Culture of skateboarding in the 

city and sense Council wanted 
to get this off the streets

• Survey and excavation in 
summer 2025 funded by the 
Society of Antiquaries of 
Scotland

A sense of anticipation….
North Skate Mag
https://www.northskatemag.com/blogs/north-latest/kelvingrove 

https://www.northskatemag.com/blogs/north-latest/kelvingrove


Concrete skatepark globally (source: Quinn & 
Borden 2023a); Skatepark Heritage Research 
Group 

Carlsbad, Ca.



Kelvin Wheelies skatepark

Photos: Iain Urquhart, Jamie Blair, Graham Nisbet



Archive photos shared with me: Graham Nisbet, 
Isaac Walker, Brian and Allan Noonan

Kenny Omand (Facebook)



Demolition and burial 
in 1983

“There was a small band of diehards who continued 
to regularly skate there, but lack of maintenance 
resulted in some of the bowls filling up with water. 
This horrified the council and the decision was made 
to de-skateify the park. At first, large planters were 
placed in strategic points (but they were simply 
dragged aside or skated around). They then poured 
bricks into all the main bowls (that were 
painstakingly removed by the diehards) before the 
final mindless decision was made to bulldoze the 
‘hauf pipe’ completely, smash up all the lips and 
permanently fill them in” (Jamie Blair North Skate 
Mag)



Skate Waves zine 13 (1983)

The E.T. effect!!



The skatepark today 

“The original park is still there if in spirit only’’ 
(Jamie Blair, interview with Lorna Cummings (2025))

Main slalom run, the last part of the 
skatepark to remain open

But … “It’s still possible to 
see some evidence of the old 
park peeping out from the 
undergrowth, and over the 
years there have been a few 
calls to do a dig and get back 
to some old school action” 
(Jamie Blair, North 
Magazine)



“..buried, in unknown states of 
preservation but potentially 
still rideable” (Quinn & Borden 
2023a, 143)



Location and survey

Pre-
excavation 
sketch survey 
plan (not to 
scale!) (K 
Brophy)

Google



Excavation

Survey by Rob Ferro

North



Snake run

Photo: Brian and Allan Noonan

Trench 1 
slot

Trench 3 
slot



Section drawings from 
Trench 3, Snake run

Photogrammetry 
of Trench 1, Rob 
Ferro



Graffiti
Facebook Brian and 

Allan 
Noonan

1979 UK 
Championship 
Programme

Graffiti stratigraphy (c1982)



Trench 4, Jaws bowl

Trench 3, Cobra 
run graffiti

Trench 6, Cobra 
and Jaws bowls 
junction



Stuff!

Find out more!
Excavation report should 
be published Open 
Access in Antiquity 
journal in the latter part 
of 2026



Conclusions!

• Archaeological methods and 
contemporary archaeology can help 
shed light on aspects of the recent 
past especially where things have 
not been recorded properly (or at 
all)

• But it is very easy for our recent 
built heritage to be damaged, 
altered and removed – in ways that 
older structures are less vulnerable 
to

• Passionate interest groups can save 
these places! But what do we do 
with them?



Glasgow Festival Book by Lex Lamb!
https://gardenfestivalbook.com/ 
Pre-orders being taken now he tells me

Or you can pre-order my forthcoming new book (in the USA only 
just now!!) but it will be coming out in December 2026 in the UK
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/archaeology-of-prehistory-in-the-
contemporary-world-9781350413061/ 

https://gardenfestivalbook.com/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/archaeology-of-prehistory-in-the-contemporary-world-9781350413061/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/archaeology-of-prehistory-in-the-contemporary-world-9781350413061/


Thanks for listening!

https://www.glasgowgardenfestival.org/
@AtGF1988 on twitter / X
@glasgowgardenfestival.org.bsky.social

https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/re
search/archaeologyresearch/currentresearch
/kelvinwheelies/ 

https://theurbanprehistorian.wordpress.com/category/
prehistoric-glasgow/
@urbanprehisto on X
@urbanprehistorian.bsky.social 

https://www.glasgowgardenfestival.org/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/research/archaeologyresearch/currentresearch/kelvinwheelies/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/research/archaeologyresearch/currentresearch/kelvinwheelies/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/humanities/research/archaeologyresearch/currentresearch/kelvinwheelies/
https://theurbanprehistorian.wordpress.com/category/prehistoric-glasgow/
https://theurbanprehistorian.wordpress.com/category/prehistoric-glasgow/
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